zette,, vol. xv, p. 347.) Operations, therefore, for the artificial destruction of the pulp of a carious tooth, have no higher object in view than the hurrying of the disease through its most painful stage, in order the sooner to induce the more advanced and far more injurious one. They are, in fact, operations for the more speedy production of stumps; their sole aim is, to remove pain at the expense of a greater evil. As such, it is evident that they have nothing in common with the operations of general surgery, which have for their object ultimate benefit, though purchased by immediate pain; and it is but natural to suppose that they owe their origin to the urgency of the patient rather than the suggestions of science.
"When a tooth is so far gone as to be incapable of restoration without destroying the pulp, the sooner it is extracted the better, for the mouth is sure to suffer ultimately in proportion to the number of dead teeth allowed to remain." [We are 
